Watershed Conditions Statement
High Water Safety
______________________________________________________________________________________
DATE: February 20, 2014

TO:

TIME: 11:00 (am)

All Municipal Flood Co-ordinators
All Local Media
Adjacent CA’s, MNR Districts

FROM: Grand River Conservation Authority
Watershed Conditions Statement: Water Safety Statement #1
A weather system will move into the watershed on Thursday bringing warmer temperatures and rain. The
current weather forecast indicates the warming trend associated with this system will be relatively short
lived. Air temperatures are expected to rise above freezing by noon today; reaching approximately 7
degrees by early Friday morning, before a rapid cooling trend returns late Friday morning. Much colder
temperatures are forecast through the weekend and into next week. Weather forecasts are anticipating
approximately 30 mm of rain will accompany this event.
The limited duration of the forecast warming trend is not expected to cause significant melting of the snow
pack. Much of the rainfall accompanying this event is expected to be absorbed by snow already on the
ground. No major runoff is anticipated into the larger rivers in the watershed and ice in the larger rivers is
expected to remain intact.
In urban areas, the potential for street flooding exists where catch basins are covered with snow and ice.
Runoff is expected from urban areas into urban streams. Fallen tree debris along urban watercourses from
the December ice storm poses a risk for debris jams. Municipal public works staff should keep a close
watch along urban water course due to this potential risk.
Banks adjacent to rivers and creeks are very slippery at this time and when combined with forecast weather
conditions, pose a serious hazard. Parents are encouraged to keep their children and pets away from all
watercourses and off frozen water bodies which may be weakened as a result of the warming trend.
GRCA staff will be keeping a close eye on the situation and issue updates as required.

 For more information on flows, weather and reservoir conditions see the River Data
section of the GRCA website at www.grandriver.ca
 For more information on the flood warning system see the Flood Management section of
the website.
 Receive GRCA flood messages by e-mail by signing up for the GRCA News Service.
Instructions are available in the Newsroom section.
 Follow GRCA flood messages on Twitter at grca_flood_msg
 Download a fact sheet on GRCA flood message terminology

Further information - contact: GRCA Duty Officer
Website: www.grandriver.ca

Phone: (519) 621-2761

