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Introduction 

The Town of Halton Hills is reviewing a proposal by James Dick Construction Limited (JDCL) to develop a 

quarry on approximately 39.4 hectares of land north of Highway 7 and east of the 6th Line in Guelph-

Eramosa Township in the County of Wellington. JDCL is seeking a license from the Ministry of Natural 

Resources (MNR) to extract up to 700,000 tonnes of aggregate per year. The proposed quarry is 

commonly referred to as the Eramosa Quarry. In 2013, Cole Engineering Group Ltd. (CEGL) completed an 

initial traffic impact study of the quarry on behalf of JDCL1. This report was subsequently reviewed by 

affected agencies and a peer review was conducted by R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited2. These 

reviews resulted in the requirement for CEGL to complete a haul route study.   

Although the Eramosa Quarry proposal is located in the northeast quadrant of the Highway 7 – 6th Line 

intersection approximately 2 km outside the Town of Halton Hill’s municipal boundary, the preliminary 

traffic investigations completed by JDCL indicate that the proposed haul route for much of the extracted 

aggregate will be along Highway 7 easterly towards the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). While Highway 7 is 

designated as a provincial highway adequate for use as a truck route, and carries significant truck 

volumes, the Highway passes through a number of communities in the Town of Halton Hills, such as 

Acton, Georgetown and Norval. The Town is concerned regarding the impact that current truck traffic is 

having on these communities and the added effects that the Eramosa Quarry traffic may create. 

Accordingly, Hatch Mott MacDonald (HMM) was retained in July, 2013, by the Town of Halton Hills (the 

Town) to undertake a review of the traffic impact studies completed in connection with the Eramosa 

Quarry to: 

 Identify additional impacts that may occur as a result of trucks generated by this proposal;  

 Determine whether there are other feasible haul route alternatives that may lessen the impacts 

that are currently occurring, and that may result from this proposal and possibly other similar 

proposals in the future. 

In order to satisfy these objectives, the scope of the haul route review included the following tasks:    

1. To characterize traffic on Highway 7 under existing conditions, including in particular the extent 

to which heavy trucks currently use this route through Acton and Georgetown. 

2. To assess the added impact that additional truck traffic from the proposed Eramosa Quarry 

would have. 

3. Assess incompatibilities with existing uses and pedestrians in Acton and Georgetown and how 

these incompatibilities may increase over the lifetime of the proposed quarry. 

4. To identify potential to improve roads to accommodate increased heavy truck traffic. 

5. To identify if there are other acceptable alternative haul routes and improvements necessary to 

support these alternative routes.  

                                                           
1
 Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Eramosa Quarry, Township of Guelph-Eramosa: Revised Traffic Impact Study, 

December, 2013.  
2
 R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited, Letter to K. Wingrove from D. McNalty, April 7, 2014.  
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A Characterization of Highway 7 Traffic and Network Context 

The purpose of this Study is to review alternative truck routes, specific to the primary and secondary 

market area and assess truck traffic on Highway 7 in particular to the impact on residential areas 

throughout Acton and Georgetown. In order to achieve this, a better understanding of the role and 

function of Highway 7 in serving the surrounding study area and road network is necessary. This includes 

an assessment of the existing traffic conditions as well as changes in travel patterns and land uses on 

Highway 7 over time.  

Geographic Location 

The Town of Halton Hills is located within the Regional Municipality of Halton, north of Highway 401, in 

the northwest corner of the GTA. The Town is comprised of two urban communities, Acton and 

Georgetown and several hamlets and rural clusters. The County of Wellington, predominantly rural in 

nature, is situated just north and west of the Town. Due to its abundant supply of natural resources, 

there are several aggregate quarries and gravel pits throughout the County, specifically in the Town of 

Erin and Guelph-Eramosa Township located just north and west of Halton Hills boundaries. A complete 

listing of the aggregate pits and quarries is contained in Appendix A.  

Highway 7, a provincial highway, runs east-west through Acton and Georgetown, connecting to City of 

Guelph and Wellington County to the northwest and City of Brampton and other communities to the 

southeast. Figure 1 illustrates the study area and site location. 
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Figure 1: Study Area and Site Location 

The majority of the truck traffic from the quarries and gravel pits in Wellington County is destined to the 

high growth areas such as Milton and Oakville to the south and Brampton, Mississauga and the rest of 

the GTA to the east. Due to the location of Highway 7 and its connection to the other major highways, 

trucks using this highway must pass through Halton Hills, inevitably travelling through Acton and 

subsequently through Georgetown. The sections of Highway 7 through the communities of Acton and 

Georgetown are classified as Connecting Links by the MTO.  

Historical Growth 

Over the years, the Town has observed significant growth in truck traffic generated by quarries and 

gravel pits providing aggregate to construction areas outside of the Town and into the GTA. More trucks 

have been found travelling through the urban areas due to this surge in demand. Statistics published by 

the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) indicate that traffic on Highway 7 in the area of Acton has been 

growing at an annual rate of approximately 1 percent3. Furthermore, based on turning movement 

                                                           
3
 Ministry of Transportation of Ontario Provincial Highways Traffic Volumes 1988-2010 

Eramosa Quarry 

Acton 

Georgetown 
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counts provided by the Town, the truck component of this traffic has also been growing at a rate of 1 

percent per annum on average. 

In addition to this underlying growth in total and truck traffic on the highway, the Town has observed 

short-term peaks in truck traffic related to specific activities either within or external to the Town. For 

example, in 2010, the Town noticed a significant increase in truck traffic travelling on Highway 7. At peak 

times, there were approximately 60 additional trucks per hour travelling through Acton and 

Georgetown. This activity lasted for approximately one month. The trucks were carrying surplus fill 

material making deliveries from the GTA to the Town of Erin. Although the aggregate pit was regulated 

by the Grand Valley Conservation Authority (GVCA), providing a haul route is not a requirement for 

permit. Since Highway 7 is a provincially regulated highway, the Town has little authority to regulate 

these sporadic activities but has to cope with the impacts to safety and operations while they are 

occurring.   

Highway 7 

Highway 7 is classified as a King’s Highway operating under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 

Transportation of Ontario (MTO). Highway 7 within the study area is generally rural in nature with the 

exception of the urbanized sections in the communities of Acton and Georgetown. Throughout these 

communities, Highway 7 operates under a Connecting Link designation as set out in the Highway Traffic 

Act, Part XII with MTO where the Town is responsible for the maintenance and operation of Highway 7. 

In Acton, the connecting link covers approximately a 2-kilometre section between Guelph Street West / 

Main Street North junction and Tanners Drive. In Georgetown, it covers approximately a 5-kilometre 

section from Hall Road to 100 metres west of Ontario Street. MTO reserves the final approval rights for 

any capital projects on Highway 7 under connecting link agreements and regulates truck traffic in the 

connecting link sections as well as other sections of the highway. Throughout the connecting links, 

Highway 7 is patrolled mainly by the Halton Regional Police Service.  

Through Downtown Acton in the west end of the community, Highway 7 has a basic two-lane cross 

section with on-street parking provided on both sides. Additional turning lanes are provided at main 

intersections such as Mill and Main Streets. There are a number of pedestrian crossing locations within 

the Downtown corridor with sidewalks provided on both sides. Outside of the downtown area, Highway 

7 remains as an urban corridor with basic two-lane and three-lane cross-sections and wide paved 

shoulders with sidewalk provided on either side of the roadway. The posted speed limit in Acton is 50 

km/h. Just outside of Acton, travelling eastbound on Highway 7 towards Georgetown, the cross section 

changes to a four-lane rural roadway for a small segment just before entering Georgetown. Highway 7 

throughout Georgetown has an urban cross section with mainly four basic travel lanes and a centre 

turning lane with a varying posted speed limit of 50 to 60 km/h. Recent upgrades were completed at the 

Carruthers Road and Ewing Street intersection to provide auxiliary turning lanes for the new residential 

development in the northwest corner. In both Acton and Georgetown, direct accesses are provided to 

Highway 7 for residential homes, businesses and religious and institutional establishments. 
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Connections to Highway 7 

Highway 7 generally runs east-west throughout Acton and Georgetown. It connects to Highway 6 

through the City of Guelph and Wellington County in the west and Highway 10 and 410 through City of 

Brampton and GTA in the east. Wellington County Roads 50 and 124 to the north and Highway 401 to 

the south run parallel to Highway 7. Wellington Road 125, also known as Regional Road 25 or Main 

Street in Acton, is a north-south corridor that connects to Wellington Road 50 and 124 to the north and 

Highway 401 to the south. Trafalgar Road, also known as Regional Road 3, is also a north-south corridor 

providing direct access to Highway 401 and Wellington Road 50 and 124. Guelph Line (Halton Regional 

Road 1/Wellington Road 44) connect to the Eramosa-Milton Townline approximately 3 km west of the 

6th Line intersection and 1.7 km west of Highway 7.  

Truck Travel Patterns 

For the purposes of this review, the Town provided turning movement and Automatic Traffic Recorder 

(ATR) counts for various locations throughout the Town. A review of these counts indicated that 

approximately 40 percent of the truck traffic on Highway 7 entering Acton from the north is through 

traffic travelling eastbound through Georgetown, likely destined for the City of Brampton and the GTA. 

The remaining 60 percent of the truck traffic that enters Acton via Highway 7 from the north travels 

southbound on Regional Road 25 (Main Street in Acton). The eastbound traffic travelling on Highway 7 

between Acton and Georgetown splits again at Trafalgar Road where approximately 50 percent 

continues on into Georgetown on the highway and 50 percent turns to the south and travels on 

Trafalgar Road. In Georgetown, trucks travel eastbound toward the community of Norval and either east 

on Bovaird Drive or turn south on Winston Churchill Boulevard (Adamson Street).   

Heavy trucks were also found travelling on sections of 10 Side Road and 5 Side Road. The majority of 

truck traffic from the west and north of the Town has an origin or destination in the Town of Erin and 

Guelph-Eramosa Township in Wellington County. Wellington Road 125 (Main Street in Acton or Halton 

Regional Road 25 north/south of Acton) and Trafalgar Road are main north-south corridors currently 

being used by trucks. An MTO truck inspection station is located on both sides of Highway 401 between 

the 5th and 6th Line (between James Snow Parkway and Trafalgar Road interchanges). The location of this 

truck inspection station may be a contributing factor to more truck traffic using Highway 7 between 

Regional Road 25 and Trafalgar Road to access Highway 401 and avoid delay at the truck inspection 

station. 
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Heavy Trucks on Main Street South at Main Street and Mill Street Intersection in Acton 

 

Table 1 following summarizes the total and heavy truck daily volumes using various sections of Highway 

7 through Halton Hills. These volumes are based on available 8-hour count data that has been expanded 

to a daily volume using a K factor representing the ratio of 8-hour volume to 24-hour volume. The K-

factor was calculated from the June 2013 24-hr ATR counts on Queen Street East (Hwy 7) west of 

Churchill Road. The K-factor was then applied to the 8-hr turning movement counts at various 

intersections to calculate total daily volumes. The daily heavy truck volumes were calculated based on 

the heavy truck percentage calculated from the ATR counts at the Queen Street East (Hwy 7) location 

west of Churchill Road.  

Based on the Ministry’s statistics on Highway 7, travel pattern types throughout Acton and Georgetown 

are generally considered Low Urban Commuter to Intermediate Commuter. This indicates that generally 

there is a low seasonal variation on Highway 7 with little recreational travel. The majority of traffic uses 

Highway 7 as a commuter route.  

Table 1 Daily Total and Heavy Truck Volumes 

Location Count Date 

Highway 7 

North/West Approach South/East Approach 

Total 
Volume 

Heavy 
Truck 

Volume 

Total 
Volume 

Heavy 
Truck 

Volume 

Main St at Mill St 
Jun 2013/ 
Dec 2008 

16,620 990 15,690 510 

Hwy 7 at 4
th

 Line Mar 2009 13,470 500 12,890 500 

Hwy 7 at Trafalgar Rd Jun 2008 19,590 1380 14,360 750 

Hwy 7 (Guelph St) at 
Main St N 

Jun 2013 15,030 650 9,360 360 

Guelph St at Maple Ave Dec 2009 24,630 690 29,910 970 
Note: Volumes are approximate and have been based on 8-hr Turning Movement Counts adjusted to a 24-hr volume using available 

ATR data for a station located at Queen St (Hwy 7) at Churchill Rd. 
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Collision History 

A summary of motor vehicle collisions for the connecting link, Queen Street East, Young Street, Mill 

Street East and Main Street North (Acton) were provided by the Town for the period from 2008 to 2012. 

There were a total of 142 reported collisions in this five-year period. Ten of those 142 collisions (7 

percent) involved either a tractor truck or closed truck. Two of those ten collisions were classified as 

non-fatal injury collisions. There were no fatalities reported. Nine of those ten collisions involving trucks 

occurred on a clear day on dry road surface conditions. Eight of those ten collisions occurred during 

daylight. There were a total of four turning movement impact type collisions out of ten collisions 

involving trucks. The remaining impact types were divided evenly between Angle (2), Sideswipe (2) and 

Unattended Single Motor Vehicle (2). 

B Eramosa Quarry Traffic Impact 

A review of the Traffic Impact Study4 completed for the proposed Eramosa Quarry indicated that during 

peak operation, the expected outbound trucks per peak month (August) is approximately 2,970 trucks 

per month and that this would amount to approximately 114 outbound trucks per day on the basis of a 

peak day amounting to approximately 14% of the monthly production.  Of these daily trips, 

approximately 13 trucks (26 two-way trips) or approximately 11 percent of the daily trucks each way will 

be generated in the peak hour during the day5.  

Supporting materials in the Revised Traffic Impact Study, dated December, 2013 provide shipping data 

for the James Dick Erin Pit for the month of August in 2011. These data indicate that a total of 2,826 

shipments occurred from this pit which produces 723,000 tonnes of aggregate per year. This is 

approximately 5% less than the 2,970 shipments per month (August) that are expected from the 

Eramosa Quarry with a production of 700,000 tonnes of aggregate per year. The Erin Pit shipping data 

also indicate that on the peak day, Thursday August 18, 2011, a total of 174 shipments occurred. This is 

approximately 52% higher than the estimated 114 shipments per day in August from the Eramosa 

Quarry. The shipping data also reveal that during the peak hour of the peak day in August, 2011, a total 

of 23 shipments occurred from the Erin Pit between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. on Monday August 15, 

2011 and between 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on Thursday August 25, 2011. This is approximately 77% 

more than the 13 shipments per peak hour (6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.). These data indicate that the 

estimated daily and hourly shipments from the Eramosa Quarry are understated.  

The Traffic Impact Study notes that up to 95% of the generated traffic will be orientated to the east via 

Highway 7. Furthermore, the traffic impact study notes that each truck trip will be of short duration, 

with an approximate 60-minute cycle time (travel to/from the destination and load/unload time). 

Assuming that each truck can be loaded and weighed in approximately 5 minutes, each truck would be 

                                                           
4
 Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Eramosa Quarry, Township of Guelph-Eramosa: Revised Traffic Impact Study, 

December, 2013. 
5
 Estimate based on 11.7% of daily trips occurring during the morning peak hour. 
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travelling for less than 30 minutes (assuming little time to unload). Based on an average travel speed of 

approximately 60 km/h, the average haulage distance would be less than 30 km. Communities such 

Milton, Georgetown, Cambridge, Brampton and northwestern Mississauga would fall within this 

effective haulage range.  

Based on 24-hour traffic counts provided by the Town for the section of Highway 7 north of River Street 

in Acton, the weekday average daily traffic observed in June, 2013 was 14,599 vehicles per day (veh/d). 

Of this daily volume, a total of 1,208 medium and heavy trucks were counted. The traffic generated by 

the Eramosa Quarry proposal will add approximately 148 truck trips per day to Highway 7 north of River 

Street in Acton (65% of the daily total from the quarry). This amounts to an increase of approximately 1 

percent to the daily traffic volume and approximately 12 percent to the truck traffic using Highway 7 

north of Main/Mill Streets in Acton. During the peak hour approximately 17 trucks per hour will travel 

on this section. 

The daily traffic on Main Street south of Mill Street in Acton in June, 2013 was 11,384 veh/d of which 

1,362 veh/d were medium or heavy trucks. The expected traffic from the Eramosa Quarry will add 125 

trucks per day to this section (55% of the daily total). This amounts to an increase of approximately 1 

percent to the total daily traffic and 9 percent to the truck traffic using this section. During the peak 

hour, approximately 14 trucks per hour travel on this section. 

The daily traffic volume on Queen Street East (Highway 7) west of Churchill Road was 14,460 veh/d, of 

which 1,743 veh/d were medium and heavy trucks. The traffic from the Eramosa Quarry will result in an 

increase of 23 trucks per day in this section (10% of the daily total). This amounts to an increase of 0.2 

percent to the total daily traffic and 1.3 percent to the daily truck volume in this section. During the 

peak hour approximately 3 trucks per hour will travel on this section.  

As noted above, the shipment data from the Erin Quarry indicates that the truck volumes generated by 

the Eramosa Quarry may be understated.   

During February, 2015, the Town of Halton Hills undertook a study to track the movements of trucks 

travelling to and from the Guelph Quarry. This involved recording truck plates and identification at a 

station near the Guelph Quarry and at another station on Highway 7 in Acton to determine the number 

of the trucks from the Guelph Quarry. The study did not find any trucks from the quarry Highway 7 

during the survey. Based on these findings, it is not clear how many trucks travelling through Acton are 

from the Guelph Quarry operations.   

C Haul Route Incompatibilities 

While the number of site generated trips is relatively small in comparison to the existing truck traffic, 

the cumulative effect of the heavy trucks on the local urban roadways is a concern for the Town. The 

incompatibilities of the heavy trucks travelling through the established urban communities such as 
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Acton and Georgetown pose a heavy burden on both the local transportation system and community 

safety.  

Physical Constraints 

Acton 

A site visit was conducted by HMM staff on Friday August 23, 

2013 to observe existing traffic conditions and to meet with 

Town staff to discuss issues and concerns regarding heavy 

truck movement in and around the communities of Acton 

and Georgetown. During the site visit, between the hours of 

11:00 AM to 1:00 PM a relatively continuous stream of heavy 

trucks was observed travelling eastbound and westbound on 

Highway 7. In particular, heavy trucks were found making left 

turns onto Mill Street East at the Main Street and Mill Street 

intersection in downtown Acton as well as the reverse 

movement. A number of trucks were observed encroaching 

over the curb onto the sidewalk in order to make the turn due to the tight geometric conditions on Mill 

Street. During this time, it was also observed that there was a high level of pedestrian activity in the 

area, which will likely increase during the fall when school is in normal session. It is noted that at the 

time of the site visit, construction was taking place at John Street, just west of Mill Street and Main 

Street intersection. However, a very small number of trucks were observed entering or leaving the 

construction area.  

 
Heavy Trucks making turns at Main Street and Mill Street Intersection in Acton (Looking East) 

 

 

 

 
‘Trucks Make Wide Turns’ Sign on Main Street 

South at Main Street and Mill Street intersection 
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Georgetown 

Similar to the traffic conditions in Acton, heavy trucks were found in Georgetown, mainly in the west 

end of the community where the land use is predominantly residential. Highway 7 through the central 

and eastern part of Georgetown is mainly commercial with shopping plazas and big box stores. There 

were a high number of heavy trucks on Maple Avenue, in particular at the intersection of Guelph Street 

and Maple Avenue. The intersection of Guelph Street and Maple Avenue also services two high schools 

and one elementary school. High pedestrian presence was also observed in Georgetown during the site 

visit. Generally, a centre turning lane is provided on Highway 7 throughout Georgetown.  

Pedestrian Crossing and Conflict Areas 

A strong pedestrian presence was 

observed during the site visit 

throughout Acton and Georgetown, 

which will likely increase during the 

fall. There are a number of 

pedestrian crossings with overhead 

signals and school crossing signs 

provided through Acton. A new 

signalized intersection is provided at 

Tanners Drive and Queen Street to 

accommodate the traffic and 

pedestrians generated by the new 

development on both the north and 

south side of Highway 7. The intersections along Guelph Street in Georgetown are generally signalized 

with pedestrian crossing times provided. The Town noted that over the past five years, traffic signals 

and intersection improvements have been provided at several intersections along Guelph Street. The 

Town also noted that traffic signal controls were installed at the intersection of 22 Side Road and 

Highway 7 in 2014. 

Land Use  

Highway 7 through Acton is an urban corridor with direct accesses provided for residential homes and 

commercial plazas. There is a GO Station on Eastern Avenue with an at-grade crossing located on 

Highway 7 between Eastern Avenue and Wallace Street. There is a childcare centre located just west of 

the railway crossing. Shoppers Drug Mart and No Frills were constructed on Highway 7 west of Tanners 

Drive. The land use on Highway 7 towards Georgetown is predominantly rural is nature. Direct accesses 

are provided to Highway 7 for residential homes and agricultural farm lands. Highway 7 is an urban 

corridor through Georgetown with many institutional and religious establishments, childcare centres, 

businesses and residential homes. There is a park located on the north east corner of Guelph Street and 

Maple Avenue intersection. A new residential development was recently completed on the northwest 

 
Overhead Pedestrian Signal on Mill Street in Downtown Acton (Looking East) 



Final Traffic Impact and Haul Route Assessment 
Town of Halton Hills 

March, 2015 

11 

corner of Carruthers Road and Ewing Street intersection. A new development is proposed in the east 

end of the Georgetown on the northeast corner of Guelph Street and McFarlane Drive.  

Road Safety 

As indicated above, approximately 7 percent of the total collisions that have occurred on Highway 7 

between 2008 and 2010 have involved heavy trucks. Trucks comprise from 4 to 11 percent of the total 

traffic using the highway. With an increase in truck volumes on local roads, there will be an increased 

risk of more severe collisions given this increased exposure to heavy vehicles. It is critical that the safety 

for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users be monitored closely to identify the need to provide 

countermeasures to mitigate more hazardous conditions. The Town indicated that it regularly holds 

truck safety inspection blitzes in Acton and Georgetown to assess trucks using local roads. The Town 

also undertakes annual safety reviews of rural roads to ensure current safety standards are being met. 

In 2014, 80% of inspected heavy vehicles, primarily dump trucks, were taken out of service. The state of 

repair of dump trucks travelling on Highway 7 is the Town’s major safety concern. Such measures should 

be continued and possibly expanded to ensure a high degree of vigilance is maintained as truck volumes 

increase either as a result of the Eramosa Quarry application or from other background traffic growth.  

D Potential to Improve Existing Haul Routes 

Trucks on the existing haul routes mainly use Highway 7 through Acton and Georgetown to access Erin 

and Guelph-Eramosa Township to the northwest and Highway 401 and GTA to the southeast. Regional 

Road 25 and Trafalgar Road provide north-south connections to Highway 7. 5 Side Road, 10 Side Road 

and Maple Avenue provide east-west connections to Highway 7. The Town’s Transportation Master Plan 

(TMP) indicates a number of road system improvements including changes to road jurisdiction and 

classification that would improve the Town’s transportation system. Road classification upgrades were 

identified for 5 Side Road and 10 Side Road from Local Minor Arterial to Major Arterial. Additional 

recommended improvements such as widening Trafalgar Road from Highway 7 to Steeles Avenue and 

alternative routes through Acton and Norval will further improve the existing haul routes.  

Halton Region is currently in the process of developing a multimodal Goods Movement Strategy to serve 

as a resource for the Region and local municipalities in supporting the efficient movement of goods. The 

study will document and identify major challenges in moving goods within the Region and through the 

Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA). It will also identify a strategic vision to implement the 

objectives of the study and recommendations to support the balanced and integrated transportation 

network as identified in the Halton Region’s Transportation Master Plan. Preliminary conclusions of the 

report do not identify a specific haul route within the Region and all regional roads are intended to carry 

truck traffic.  
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E Alternative Routes 

Given the incompatibilities of truck traffic through the urban areas of Acton and Georgetown, and the 

significant congestion identified in downtown Acton and throughout Georgetown and Norval6, the 

potential to provide alternative new haul routes to improve the transportation system in the 

communities of Acton and Georgetown was investigated at a high level.  

One of the road system improvements identified in the Halton Region Transportation Master Plan (TMP) 

is an alternate alignment north of the existing Highway 7 in Acton. This new route would effectively by-

pass the Main and Mill Street intersection and could potentially provide much needed relief from truck 

traffic in Acton. Provision of such a route would require completion of a municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment (EA) to identify an appropriate corridor either to the east or west of Acton and to address 

associated impacts to the natural, social and development environments. It is also likely that provision 

of this route would involve significant cost, seeing that it involves constructing a new route adequate to 

accommodate truck traffic. This route would also be fulfilling a regional, if not provincial transportation 

function and would be initiated in all likelihood by the Region as a regional road facility. Currently, the 

Region has nothing programmed for this improvement. Timing for this provision would be subject to 

approvals from the affected agencies and securing the funding from the Region but is likely in the 10 to 

20-year timeframe for implementation.  

Another improvement identified in the Regional TMP is the Norval alternate alignment. Discussion with 

the Town indicates that an Environmental Assessment Study is planned for 2015 with construction 

targeted to commence in 2018. The new alignment will provide a better connection to 10 Side Road and 

Bovaird Drive, providing an alternate route to Brampton potentially alleviating some of the east-west 

truck traffic on Highway 7 through Georgetown. Supporting improvements to Trafalgar Road and to 

connecting east – west roads would increase the potential for trucks to access and use a haul route 

around and not through the community of Georgetown. 

GTA West 

The MTO is currently undertaking Stage 2 of the Environmental Assessment Study for the GTA West 

Transportation Corridor. This work builds on recommendations from Stage 1 for the development of a 

preliminary design for a new transportation corridor within the Route Planning Study Area. The Route 

Planning Study Area extends from Highway 400 in the east, across the Greater Golden Horseshoe, to the 

Highway 401/Highway 407 ETR interchange in Halton Region. The transportation corridor will feature a 

400-series highway, a transitway, and potential goods movement priority features to provide the 

transportation infrastructure to meet future growth in both population and employment. 

The completed GTA West transportation corridor will provide a high order transportation connection for 

quarry truck traffic travelling east from Halton Hills to markets in Peel Region and the GTA. This will 

provide a more appropriate, alternate route for truck traffic that currently uses Guelph Street/Highway 

                                                           
6
 Town of Halton Hills Transportation Master Plan, Hatch Mott MacDonald, November 2011 
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7 through Halton Hills and the Hamlet of Norval, creating congestion and operational issues along this 

corridor. 

Winston Churchill Boulevard Reconstruction – North and South of Ballinafad Road/32 Side Road 

The Regional Municipality of Peel, along with County of Wellington has completed a Schedule ‘C‘ Class 

Environmental Assessment Study of Winston Churchill Boulevard from 1200 m south of Ballinafad 

Road/32 Side Road to 300 m north of Ballinafad Road/32 Side Road, including the intersection of 

Winston Churchill Boulevard and Ballinafad Road/32 Side Road in the Towns of Caledon, Halton Hills and 

Erin. The Study is required to address potential improvements to Winston Churchill Boulevard.  

Key elements of the preferred design include paving the 2-lane Winston Churchill Boulevard, improving 

surface drainage, improving road geometry and sight lines along the corridor, protecting habitat in 

compliance with the Ontario Endangered Species Act, and installing an all way stop signs at the 

intersections of Winston Churchill Boulevard and Ballinafad Road, and Winston Churchill Boulevard and 

Olde Base Line Road. 

The reconstructed Winston Churchill Boulevard will not be designed to carry truck traffic and current 

truck restrictions will remain in place.  

Wellington County Road 50 also provides a good connection to Trafalgar Road to alleviate some of the 

truck traffic through Acton in the short term. Discussions with Wellington County staff indicate that 

Wellington Road 50 is planned to undergo a five-year capital improvement with reconstruction targeted 

to commence within the next two years. This improvement will extend from Third Line to Fifth Line with 

further pavement rehabilitation from Fifth Line to Wellington Road 24 (Trafalgar Road) in the following 

three years. The new roadway improvements will make Wellington Road 50 suitable as a haul route for 

trucks, providing some relief to Highway 7 through Acton and further south on Regional Road 25. In 

addition, widening Trafalgar Road to 4 lanes from Highway 7 to Steeles Avenue has been identified in 

the Halton Region TMP as part of its planned transportation system improvements.  

Guelph Line (Halton Regional Road 1/Wellington Road 44) may also provide an alternative truck route as 

it connects to Highway 401 in the south at Cambellville. The Traffic Impact Study estimates that 95% of 

the quarry trucks will be travelling east on Highway 7. A detailed breakdown of the percentage of these 

trucks serving the eastern GTA markets is not provided in the quarry studies. Additional supporting data 

is required to substantiate that nearly all of the Eramosa Quarry production (95%) would be using 

Highway 7 to access all of these areas.  

Conclusion 

It is evident that the Town has been experiencing significant growth in truck volumes on Highway 7 

throughout local urban areas in Acton and Georgetown. Although negotiations with individual quarries 

and gravel pits have resulted in some positive outcomes, the unpredictable nature of truck movement 

on the local roads, and the lack of suitable east – west truck routes other than Highway 7, highlight the 

need to re-evaluate the role and function of this roadway, particularly as it passes through the 
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communities of Acton, Georgetown and Norval. These communities contain a number of sensitive land 

uses such as schools, churches, childcare centres, businesses and homes that are in close proximity to 

heavy truck movements. Increased truck traffic will exacerbate vehicular, pedestrian and cyclist 

movements to/from these establishments. The traffic impact study should consider the effects the 

increased traffic from the Eramosa Quarry will have upon these land uses and their operation. 

This analysis has found that the intersection of Main Street and Mill Street in Acton has significant 

physical constraints and any increase in truck traffic through this intersection increases the risk of 

collision. Trucks making turns at the Main Street and Mill Street intersection currently encroach into 

sidewalk areas. Any increase in truck traffic will create increased risk to pedestrians near the 

intersection. In addition, 80% of inspected heavy vehicles, primarily dump trucks were taken out of 

service in 2014. This further demonstrates the Town’s safety concerns with trucks travelling through 

these urban communities. The study should consider other alternative routes such as a greater use of 

Guelph Line that mitigate some of the effects of trucks travelling through these communities. 

In the shorter term, there are a number of north-south corridors, such as Guelph Line (Regional Road 1), 

Regional Road 25 and Trafalgar Road (Regional Road 3) that connect to Highway 401 making them 

desirable for haul routes. The Traffic Impact Study indicates that nearly all of the Eramosa Quarry trucks 

(95%) will be travelling east on Highway 7 towards Acton and only 5% travelling west. The study does 

not provide sufficient justification for the distribution of truck traffic or how the trucks will reach the 

destination markets. The study should consider all regional roads, including the greater use of Guelph 

Line to provide an alternative truck route for the Eramosa Quarry to access local markets and Highway 

401. In addition, a review of the Revised Traffic Impact Study and supporting documents indicate that 

the estimated number of trucks generated by Eramosa Quarry may be understated.  

In the longer term, providing a suitable alternative haul route and continuing participation with higher-

tier municipalities to encourage improvements to Regional and Provincial roadways will improve the 

quality of the local roads. Furthermore, as identified in the Town’s TMP, participation in the Halton 

Region Goods Movement Study will aid the Town and Region in establishing a reliable, continuous and 

efficient network for goods movement. 
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Appendix A 

Listing of Aggregate Pits and Quarries 

(Guelph District, Wellington Area) 














