
Definitions 

Catch basin – The catch basin is a grate covered opening that allows water to enter into the drain 

system from the surface. 

  

 

Culvert – a structure that allows water to flow under a driveway, road or trail. 

 

Ditch - An artificial open channel or waterway constructed through earth or rock to convey water. 

 
 

 

Drain - A ditch and any watercourse or conduit, whether open, covered, or enclosed, natural or 

artificial,  by which waters coming or falling upon a property are carried away. 
 
 
 



Grassed Swale -a long shallow depression, much wider than it is deep. It is designed to hold storm 

water runoff and allow the water to sink into the ground 

 

Municipal Drain  - see attached Factsheet 

Outlet -  Downstream opening or discharge end of a pipe, culvert, ditch, or canal. 

 


