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A special "Thank You" to the resi-
dents of Eden Mills who so willingly
shared anecdotes and memories to
make these notes possible.

This tour is not definitive - it can be
added to, expanded, changed. Please
contact members of Heritage Eramo-
sa to share your suggestions.
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lllustrations and text by Ann
Veronica Chesworth, produced
on a Macintosh computer, with
help from Katherine Gordon
and Jean Martin, all members
of Heritage Eramosa.

No part of this publication may be copied
without the written permission from the
illustrator-writer, Ann Veronica Ches-
worth. Enquiries may be made at
(519)856-4637.




HOW TO USE THIS TOUR GUIDE:

in the cenire of this booklet there is a map.
The historic houses and related buildings are
illustrated and shown in their approximate
locations along the main streets of Eden Mills.
Fach building is also numbered. On the days of
the tour {June 27th and 28th, 1992) signs
with these numbers on are displayed in front
of the buildings. No further identification is
given in the interests of security. In this
bookiet are larger iliustrations of each build-
ing with short notes of historic interest. A
few sites are noted of places no longer stand-

ing.

Please note that this tour is self-guided, and
is intended for those interested in heritage
preservation. Please look and admire the ar-
chitecture, renovations, interesting details in
the structure and decoration of the building.
PLEASE DO NOT enter the driveway or grounds
of the property without permission of the
owner. PLEASE DO NOT climb on porches, ve-
randahs, fences, walls, sieps or any other
part of any properties. PLEASE RESPECT THE
PRIVACY OF THE OWNERS.

DO NOT ENTER OR CLIMB ON ANY OF THE RUINS,
AS THEY ARE NOT SECURED AND DO NOT CARRY
ANY LIABILITY INSURANCE.

Thank you for your considerate co-operation.




1. Eden Mills Presbyterian Church and Eden Mills Ce-
metery - corner of County Road 29 and Main Street
The Presbyterian church was founded about 1857, and the first
church building stood across the road from the present church
and was a small rough cast building that held about 50 persons.
The James Argo family deeded the land for the present building in
1866, and money was raised by subscription for the erection of
this fine stone church. in the centre front of the building facing
the roacdway, halfway up on the right side, is a tablet of limestone
brought by John Ramsey (son of the first settler aiso John
Ramsey) from his ancestral home in Scotland. The church was
opened for public worship in November 1887. A considerable
amount of money was left to the church by Mr. Geddes (see
#29)for renovating and improving the church property.

The land for the cemetery was first set apart by Adam Argo, and
later offered to the public for five shillings by James Argo. A
fence was built in 1853, and a clerk was chosen to keep records
of interments. In 1857 a portion of land was given to the Town-
ship because of its dangerous state; and in 1862 a stone retaining
wall was buit at the dangerous south corner. More land was
purchased from James Arge in 1867, and a larger fence was
built.

The church has been designated as a heritage site.




2. Ruins of barn - La Mancha farm, Main Street

This property was owned by James Argo in the 1850s. He origi-
nally came from Scotland, and moved {o this area from Winter-
bourne in Woolwich Township. He was ‘described as a quiet, good
living man with a serious disposition. Throughout his life in Eden
Mills he was closely connected with the Presbyterian Church. He
is said to have owned the first carriage in Eden Mills, and may
have kept it in this barn. When the stone church was built the
fine gothic style wooden windows from the original church were
used in part of this barn.

This barn complex was destroyed by fire in 1988.

On the riverbank are the rem-
nants of a return power system
invented for the mill. it actually
was not very successful. The
pulleys and base are still in
place.

3. Red brick house ::::
This well-built brick house  Fewwes
was  probably  constructed — jeme
around 1920. It has stone ::::
lintels, with a very attrac- |pemy e
tive header over the doorway. [ = O
This style of door header is |fmmsss oy e
known as a 'voussoir', and is [etme - oL
composed of wedge shaped .'::::: }___-_:-::::_.g-:ﬁ
pieces of stone, forming a e ,::””"" o
curved arch. The arch has a E& e T Do

central keystone.
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4, Cottage - Main Street
Not much is known about the origins of this house, except that it
is known to be very old, and hides many architectural secretst

5. White stucco overlooking
@@ river - Main Street

D D This type of house is often de-
ﬁ scribed as a 'sali-box' because of

its profile, with one part of the

roof extending further than the
other part. it was probably built around 1880 or earlier. It is a
modest home style, and has the distinction of having a half-storey
above the main floor, used for storage or children's sleeping are-
as. Having no window at the front to indicate a second storey, the
owner could avoid paying taxes which were based on floor areal
This particular house has a magnificent view, but suffers during

heavy rain storms due to its proximity to the road.
e

Detail of shuiters and lintel

6. Stone cottage - Main Street

There are many interesting architecturat details on this little
cottage. Note the shaped shutters and triangular lintels over the
windows. The porch on the North side has pillars that are similar
to other porches in the village (see #36, #34 and #28).




7. Dragonstone - Main Street

The front wing of this house was built in the 1860s, and it is be-
lieved that the wing with the porch was added in the 1880s. In
1946 when the Turners moved in, they had to use a chemical toi-
let, a sink in the kitchen with a hand pump, and all of the eleven
rooms were in bad shape. Across the road was a piece of land that
belonged to the property, and the coal stored there in a barn was
used to heat the house. There was an oil stove in the front room,
and an Acme stove in the kitchen. Deer came down the hill to the
back windows in those days. The house has been completely reno-

vated by the present owners.

One of the Public Wells for the use of everyone in the vilage was lo-
cated on the hill on Lot 4 along Main Sireet.

8. Blacksmith house
- Main Street

This charming cottage
was the home of the vil-
tage blacksmith, whose
smithy was across the
road. The construction of
this stone structure is
unusual, with end walis
built as slabs (known as
'gabled parapet' construction), and the front and back filling in. A
board and batten wing, at the rear, is probably a later addition.
This is a very old home, dating from the 1850s.
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9. Hotel - corner of Main and York Streets

This magnificent stone structure, which cascades down the riv-
erbank at the rear, was once an inn. Inns were usually built near
to mills. The road through Eden Mills was the main route to York
(now Toronto) for wagons, coaches and travellers. The inn was
built in 1867, and uses the gabled parapet construction like the
blacksmith's house. There were, originally, twelve bedrooms in
a frame construction at the southwest end, where the sensitive
board and batten additions are now. in the porch, by the front
door, there is a trap door with a chute which was used for deliv-
eries to the cellars. In the main ground floor room, which was
the bar, there was a very iong cherrywood bar counter, which is
now at the Mohawk Inn. Above the barroom was a large room
used for dances. The kitchen was in the basement and food was
sent up on a dumb waiter. Stables for the horses were directly
across the road, where the Manse now stands. Joseph Zinger was
the last hotel keeper. Albert Burrows had a butcher shop there,
and when Lloyd Nevilie owned it he converted it into a private
home. A fine, stone fireplace was uncovered in later years. The
house is now very close to the road. This is because the road has
been widened over the years to accomodate automobiles.

The hotel has been designated as a heritage site.
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10. The Manse - Main Street

This Edwardian brick house was built 1o house the Minister of the
United Church and known as the Parsonage, The stables for the
inn, across the road, were formerly on this property. The pillars
on the verandah are similar to those on #31.

11. The store - Main Street

This a three-storey stone building, dating from 1873, and was
operated as a store and post office from that date until 1990. One
postmaster went to Guelph three times a week for supplies with a
horse and wagon. Anyone could travel with him. There were gas
pumps in front of the store when the automobile became common-
place. One proprietor, Norman Marshall, a direct descendant of the
Ramsay family who were the first seftlers in the area that became
Eden Mills, worked with Duncan MacDougall 10 make Eden Mills
into a police vilage in 1930, He was one of the first trustees.

The store has been designated as a heritage site.




12. Original Post Office - Main Street

This house is believed to be one of the first stone houses built in
Eden Mills, as the assessment rolls indicate that there was a house
on this property in 1833. Photographs show the existence of a
stone structure, with frame upper storey, built in front of the
existing stone house. A fireplace and chimney remains of this
structure. It was torn down in 1955. The front building was used
as the village post office from before 1855 to 1873 (when the
three storey post office was built), and Adam Argo is listed as the
first postmaster in the Wellington County Directory 1871-72,
even though he apparently left Eden Mills in 1855, In 1846 Adam
Argo purchased the mills and property from Daniel Kribs (the
man who came in 1842 and buiit the mill, which resulted in the
founding of Kribs Mill, later known as Eden Mills}. it is Adam
Argo who is responsible for the name 'Eden' for this village {(per-
haps from his own name, Adam, or from connections in his ances-
tral Scotland), and he added 'Mills' at the insistence of the Post Of-
fice authorities.

The early age of the stone house is reinforced by the interior con-
stuction, which has very low doorways and very plain trim, with
no decoration. The front door has 'cross and bible' panels.

A cooper shop was also on this site at one time, in the south east
corner.

Toronto and Suburban Electric Railway

Many people today wish that this method of transportation was still
availablel

The station was in what is now the Lutheran Camp Edgewood. it is said
that this station building was used to make the house at the north end
of Main Street.

Many people remember coming te Eden Mills by train in the 1820s to
the dance hall (later made into the dining room at the camp}.




13. The Mill

The Kribs brothers, Aaron
and Daniel, founders of Eden
Mills, buiit the original
dam and mill in 1842. The
first mill was a grist mili,
of frame construction, buiit
just south of the present
mill building. Everything
went wrong with this miill.
The millwright was declared
incompetent and, instead of
providing power to to run
three stones, there was
barely enough for one stone. The millwright disappeared before
the mill was to start running. The Kribs brothers became discou-
raged and sold the mill to Adam Argo in the Spring of 1846. The
whole deai was worth $5,000 and it inciuded all of Lot 1, which
was all of Eden Millst Adam Argo was a man of great energy and he
was able to make the necessary improvements and get the mili op-
erating successfully. The mill, an absolute necessity to the early
settlers, served the community well for many years. At one time
fong lines of wagons could be seen going o and from the mill with
produce. After the frame mill burned, a stone, three storey mili
was built. In 1855, Argo sold the mill to the Hortop family who
operated it for many years. Other owners were a Mr. Leybourne,
James Gray and Albert Tolton. James Barden bought the mill
property in 1917. For a while three generations of Bardens
worked at the mill at the same time. James Barden, Henry Barden
and James (called Ted) worked together. A new dam was built in
1947, when the old one was washed out in the spring run-off. The
mill ceased operating as a grist mill in 1929, and was then used
as a saw mill and for the making of vegetable crates and fiats. In
the early days the mil was powered by water, but a diesel engine
from a tractor was used iater when the river was low. The lack of
conservation methods upstream and not holding the water back in
the spring, to be released gradually rather than coming all at
once, was what caused the waterlevel to drop from the very high
level of the early years. The stong building burnt down in 1968
and again in 1980, and the iast mill-owner, Mr. Ted Barden, sold
it. t was converted into a private home by the present owner.
































































